
 
 

 

Eight Ongoing Issues with BBC Arabic 

Despite repeated interventions by CAMERA Arabic and other observers, BBC Arabic continues 
to display systemic bias and professional failings in its coverage of Israel and Jewish affairs. The 
following eight issues remain unresolved: 

1. Whitewashing of Violence 

BBC Arabic routinely downplays or obscures attacks targeting Israeli and Jewish civilians. The 
most egregious example occurred on October 11, 2023, when, a day after BBC’s own Jeremy 
Bowen reported from Kfar Aza, the Arabic service aired a segment (viewable here) presenting 
the Hamas massacre there as a matter of competing “claims” between Israel and Hamas. 
Although the story was later removed, no apology or acknowledgment was ever issued. In 
addition, civilian victims are frequently mislabeled as “soldiers” or “settlers,” even when killed 
inside Israel’s internationally recognized territory.  

Examples of Whitewashing of Violence: 

●​ CAMERA's BBC Arabic: News or Propaganda report, pages 20, 25-27, 31-32 
●​ BBC accused of ‘jaw-dropping propaganda’ for Hamas with Israeli hostages video 
●​ The trouble with BBC Arabic 
●​ BBC broadcast song glorifying ‘heroes’ who murdered Jews 
●​ BBC Arabic sorry after presenter denies verified 7 October atrocities on air 

 
2. Staff Conduct 

Multiple BBC Arabic staff members publicly celebrated or justified the October 7 massacre, as 
well as other attacks which targeted and killed civilians, on social media. Nearly all remain 
employed, with many still reporting on the war. The BBC has taken no visible disciplinary or 
corrective measures, calling into question its commitment to impartiality and transparency. 

Examples of Staff Conduct: 

●​ CAMERA's BBC Arabic: News or Propaganda report, pages 18-20, 29-31 
●​ BBC journalist who praised Holocaust revisionist announced winner of British Council 

award (Amman-based) 
●​ Cairo-based Sally Nabil - Nabil published no fewer than four Gaza-focused items during 

that month, one of which brought the story of “journalist” Wesam Abu Zayd who, like 
Nabil herself, justified targeting Israel’s Jewish civilians in his personal social media 
accounts (this was not published in any media outlet yet).  

●​ BBC Arabic guest posted that Jews ‘infiltrated’ America (Cairo-based) 

https://web.archive.org/web/20231013133051/https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3FHc2IRSlFY
https://camera-uk.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/BBC-Arabic-report.pdf
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/03/16/bbc-accused-jaw-dropping-propaganda-hamas-israel-hostages/
https://www.spectator.co.uk/article/we-need-an-inquiry-into-bbc-arabic/
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk/bbc-broadcast-song-glorifying-heroes-who-murdered-jews-bgpjciuv
https://www.jewishnews.co.uk/bbc-arabic-apologises-after-7-october-comments/
https://camera-uk.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/BBC-Arabic-report.pdf
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk/bbc-journalist-praised-holocaust-revisionist-winner-british-council-award-liv006a
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk/bbc-journalist-praised-holocaust-revisionist-winner-british-council-award-liv006a
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ASTHFiJsRUs
https://archive.is/Tz199
https://archive.is/xpbkk
https://archive.is/1tncd
https://archive.is/uOUD1
https://www.thejc.com/news/israel/bbc-arabic-guest-posted-that-jews-infiltrated-america-p667ddta


 
 

 
3. Unvetted Contributors 
BBC Arabic continues to feature outside commentators who are demonstrably unfit to discuss 
Israel or Jewish affairs. Guests with long records of antisemitic or conspiratorial statements are 
invited to appear without basic due diligence. The apparent policy is that expressions of hate 
elsewhere are acceptable—as long as they do not occur on BBC airwaves. This practice directly 
contravenes the BBC’s own guidelines, which require providing “appropriate information about 
affiliations, funding or particular viewpoints.” 

Examples of Unvetted Contributors: 

●​ CAMERA's BBC Arabic: News or Propaganda report, pages 21, 31 
●​ BBC ‘fails to recognise’ that Palestine news outlets it quotes spew extremist anti-Israel 

content 
●​ Ozzy Osbourne among 200 stars accusing BBC of anti-Israel bias 
●​ BBC Arabic guests spread anti-Israel conspiracies and Holocaust comparisons 
●​ BBC Arabic interviewed Palestinian singer who appeared to defend Bibas kidnappers 

 

4. Unvetted Freelancers 

A similar pattern extends to freelancers from Gaza, Beirut, and even Europe. Individuals with 
documented support for Hamas, or who have posted antisemitic content, have been 
presented as neutral “journalists” or “eyewitnesses,” despite the absence of background checks. 
This “middle category” of on-air contributors—neither full staff nor independent experts—has 
repeatedly added little of journalistic value, yet was platformed for months to maintain the 
pretense of on-the-ground reporting. 

Examples of Unvetted Freelancers: 

●​ ‘We’ll burn Jews like Hitler did’, says BBC contributor in Gaza (Gaza-based) 
●​ BBC faces questions over Gaza ‘analyst’ who led Hamas TV channel (Gaza-based) 
●​ BBC bans journalist who said ‘Israelis are not human beings’ (Gaza-based) 
●​ BBC axes ‘anti-Semitic’ broadcaster (London-based) 
●​ BBC uses journalist who called for ‘Jews to be burned like Hitler did’... again 

(Gaza-based) 

 

5. Unprofessional and Uneven Interviews 

BBC Arabic interviewers consistently apply double standards. Anti-Israel guests are rarely 
challenged on falsehoods, including October 7 denial, while Israeli or pro-Israel speakers are 

https://www.bbc.com/editorialguidelines/guidelines/impartiality/guidelines#:~:text=when%20relevant%2C%20to%20give%20appropriate%20information%20about%20affiliations%2C%20funding%20or%20particular%20viewpoints.
https://www.bbc.com/editorialguidelines/guidelines/impartiality/guidelines#:~:text=when%20relevant%2C%20to%20give%20appropriate%20information%20about%20affiliations%2C%20funding%20or%20particular%20viewpoints.
https://camera-uk.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/BBC-Arabic-report.pdf
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/01/11/bbc-palestine-news-outlets-extreme-content/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/01/11/bbc-palestine-news-outlets-extreme-content/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/03/08/ozzy-osbourne-among-stars-demanding-inquiry-anti-israel-bbc/
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk/bbc-arabic-guests-spread-anti-israel-conspiracies-and-holocaust-comparisons-w76c4t6r
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk/bbc-arabic-interviewed-palestinian-singer-who-appeared-to-defend-bibas-kidnappers-yytgral6
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/04/26/well-burn-jews-like-hitler-did-says-bbcs-reporter-in-gaza/
https://www.thetimes.com/article/3ae8c1d8-9d53-4749-a184-5737f477c307
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/05/31/bbc-blacklists-journalist-israelis-not-human/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/06/29/bbc-axes-anti-semitic-broadcaster/
https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/09/06/bbc-uses-journalist-who-said-burn-jews-like-hitler-did/


 
 

 
themselves confronted with misleading or incorrect claims which are voiced by the presenter.​
 

Examples of Unprofessional and Uneven Interviews: 

●​ BBC Arabic ‘fails to challenge half of hateful statements by pro-Palestine guests’ 
●​ Fury over BBC decision to air show hours after the Manchester terror attack where 

expert blamed Israel and the British government for the atrocity 

 
6. Biased Terminology 

The service’s language frequently departs from BBC style and accuracy standards. Common 
distortions include referring to “Tel Aviv” as Israel’s government, calling the Western Wall the 
“Wailing Wall,” describing the Jewish Temple as a “belief” rather than historical fact, and 
misusing “prisoners of war” or “captives” for both Palestinian tried and sentenced prisoners and 
Israeli hostages. Such terminology indicates a clear bias against Israelis and Jews. 

Examples of Biased Terminology: 

●​ CAMERA's BBC Arabic: News or Propaganda report, pages 26, 32 
●​ BBC apologise after using footage of Israeli city in reference to ‘settlements’ 

 
7. Unmoderated Hate Speech 

BBC Arabic repeatedly fails to moderate antisemitic and pro-terror content in the comments 
sections of its social-media posts. CAMERA Arabic has raised this issue four times since 2020, 
including twice since October 7. 

Examples of  Unmoderated Hate Speech: 

●​ CAMERA's BBC Arabic: News or Propaganda report pages 31-32 
●​ Murder glorified, racism unchecked — BBC failing to moderate its Arabic social media 
●​ September 2025 - BBC Arabic failed to moderate hundreds of comments celebrating the 

murder of Charlie Kirk and the Jerusalem terrorist attack of Sep. 8. Although The Times 
approached the BBC after CAMERA had brought the matter to the newspaper’s 
attention (all comments were subsequently removed), the story was never published. All 
screenshots are documented. 

8. Broken Complaint Process 

Finally, the BBC’s complaints system remains inadequate. CAMERA Arabic complaints routinely 
take months—or even years—to receive a response, with many ending in formulaic dismissals 

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/news/2025/02/22/bbc-arabic-fails-challenge-hateful-statements-pro-palestine/
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-15164233/Fury-BBC-decision-air-hours-Manchester-terror-attack-expert-blamed-Israel-British-government-atrocity.html
https://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-15164233/Fury-BBC-decision-air-hours-Manchester-terror-attack-expert-blamed-Israel-British-government-atrocity.html
https://camera-uk.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/BBC-Arabic-report.pdf
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk/bbc-apologise-after-using-footage-of-israeli-city-in-reference-to-settlements-hki5264v
https://camera-uk.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/BBC-Arabic-report.pdf
https://www.jewishnews.co.uk/bbc-arabic-failing-to-moderate-comments-glorifying-hamas-violence/


 
 

 
that fail to engage with the evidence. This lack of timely oversight perpetuates editorial 
negligence and erodes public accountability. 

Examples of Broken Complaint Process: 

●​ CAMERA's BBC Arabic: News or Propaganda report, pages 23-24 
●​ BBC Arabic is ducking scrutiny over anti-Israel bias 
●​ BBC apologises for article claiming Jews spit on Christians in ‘holiday ritual’ 

Taken together, these eight failings demonstrate that BBC Arabic operates under standards of 
accuracy, impartiality, and professionalism that fall far short of those expected from a publicly 
funded broadcaster. Correcting them requires not isolated fixes but structural reform and 
sustained external scrutiny. 

 

 

https://camera-uk.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/02/BBC-Arabic-report.pdf
https://unherd.com/newsroom/bbc-arabic-is-ducking-scrutiny-over-anti-israel-bias/
https://www.thejc.com/news/uk/bbc-apologises-jews-spit-christians-holiday-ritual-xzh0xzjt

